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i • Mr. MORSE. Mr. President, at the 
time Vice President Nixon sent up his 
trial balloon, suggesting that American 
, forces be sent into Indochina, the United 
States had financed France for 8 years 
in its effort to regain control over a ma- 
jor colony from they had been ousted by 
Japan. Pew Americans realize today 
toat one very serious drawback to the 
U.8. Intervention in Vietnam today is 
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the military cqtiipment for the 8 years '■ 
of French warfare against much of the : 
local population of Vietnam, Cambodia •’ 

, and Laos. ' . , . 

But in 1954, there were still Americans 
‘ who believed that active participation in > 

; the war by U.S. military forces could save 
Indochina for France. There were de- 'i 
maiuls for air strikes from the U.S. 7th j 
I'leeL, based in the western Pacific. • ) 
.-There were hints that U.S. troops might '• 
be landed. I was one of several Senators, 
many of them leading Democrats, who J 
argued vigorously against such an exten- ' 
Sion of the U.S. involvement. The ad- 
V'. rrie reaction from so many In Congress 
and among the general public un? 
cloubtcdly was a factor In President , 
Eisenhower's rejection of U.S. military 
involvement In Indochina. The United 
States did not intervene militarily in, 
i;)54, The result was the Geneva con-, 
fcrcncc which provided for the end of - 
French rule over Indochina. ■ 

GENEVA SETTLEMENT 

But we did pursue and continue U.S. 5 
aid directly to much of Indochina. We r. 
began extensive financial aid to Cam- -| 

. bodla, Laos, and South Vietnam. In the { 

, South we established a government j 
‘ which we thought would be favorable to * 
the United States. In fact, we hand- - 
picked from Washington and New York 
p South Vietnam exile named Diem who \ 
imd never participated In his country’s j' 
wor against the French and we sent him 1 
to South Vietnam, financed him, mill- '!, 
tfi.rizcd his regime, and proclaimed ^ 
through our recognition of his adminls- .^2 
l ration that ills was an Independent gov- J 
eminent. 

He became our agent In South Viet- j 
nam. In collaboration with his puppet > 
government, we undertook military ac-- 
. tivitlGS In South Vietnam that were in \ 
violation of the Geneva agreement. .; 
Some Involved . distribution of weapons, / 
others the covert establishment of mill- ' 
tary installations. \ 

The Geneva agreement' had, li\, the,J 
words of the final Interpretative declara- <' 
tion, been intended to settle the mill- - 
tary hostilities In Indochina and, to '■ 
quote: "create the necessary basis for ‘ 
the -achievement in the near future of a , 
political settlement In Vietnam." ITie 
political settlement was to follow in-i 
1050. when the two military zones of 
North and South wore to be politically ' 
united through general elections. 

The final declaration of the Geneva v 
Conference called for elections through- y 
out Vietnam in July 1956, to be con- i 
ducted under the supervision of the In- • 
tornational Control Commission. The 
doclamtion further caUed upon officials .i ' 
from North and South to meet to ar- 
range for the election. The specific ■ 
language of the declaration said; ‘ 

7. The conference dcclarea that, ao far as v 
Vietnam is concerned, the settlement of 
political problems, effected on the basis of ' 
respect for the principles of Independence ' ' 
unity and territorial Integrity, shall permit 'f 
• the Vietnamese people to enjoy the' fund- 
amentol freedoms, guaranteed by democratic •' 
Institutions established as a result of free ' I 
general elections by secret ballot. In order '[ 
to ensure that sufficient progtesS : to the ' 
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nil the neccssnry conditions obtnin for free him was enrourd 


Ions iiTnTl 'b]r'hMa~iti VQiy Tusa, untfer the 
. supervision of an International commission 
composed of representatives of the Member 
States of the International Supervisory 
CoiAmir.9ton. referred to in the agreement on 
the ccMAttuh of hostilities. Consultations 
Will be held on this subject between th« 
competent representative authorities of ihs 
t'wo zones from. 20 July 1056 onward. 

iTowrvcr, the United States laid Its 
rroiindwork for upsetting the elections 
by .-.aying we would favor them only un- 
der the supervision of the United Na- 
tions. Since tills was not what the 
nffreement provided, we can hardly claim 
to have adhered cither to Its purpose or 
Its letter. 

By what authority did we propose to 
amend the unilateral Geneva accords 
which the signatories to it had agreed to, 
but which we refused to sign? 

On January 22, 1055, C. L. Sulzberger, 
of the New York Times, reported: 

Hgo Dlnh Diem has not yet demonstrated 
any political sex appeal. Foreign observers 
'rei^rt with unifortnlty that he la neither 
popular nor yet of any apparent use to the 
' cauno we advocate. Koverthelcss, the United 
States has decided It must take a calculated 
risk in Indochina and replace absence of 
policies with something positive. It Is recog- ' 
sized that In July 1066, elections through- 
out Vietnam. Including the populous North, 
arc scheduled under the Geneva agreement. 
Therefore, desperate efforts must be made'' 
during the Intervening period to check Ho 
Chi Mlnh’s advances. 

President Elsenhower reported in his 
"Mandate for Change" that every expert 
agreed that Ho’s candidates would win. 
nt Icft-st 80 percent of the vote If the dee- * 
tlon was held. 

Aff a. result, when ofQclals of North 
Vietnam asked Diem in the summer of 
to semi representatives to arrange 
the cleclliin, he did not even respond, ex- 
cept to .say that he, like the United 
•Stales, favored only elections supervised 
by tlie UiiHed Nations. 

It was also the intention of the agree- 
ment to remove all three states of Laos, 
Cambodia, and Vietnam from cold war 
competition by forbidding foreign mili- 
tary bases In any of them, and forbid- 
ding interference in their Internal af- ' 
fains by any signatory of the Geneva 
Conference. 

When it suited our purpose, we evaded 
these principles and provisions by point- 
ing out that we did not sign the Geneva 
agreement. And when it suited other 
of our purposes, we protested loudly, os 
a rationalization for our own violation, 
that North Vietnam was violating It. 

V3. INTERVENTION 

This was the situation that faced John 
Kennedy when he became President. 
The United States had a large ticonomlo 
and military aid program in South Viet- 
nam. We had hundreds of military of- 
ficers and noncoms there serving os so- 
called military advisers to the local 
forces of the Soulh. 

Cut de.spite the constant buildup of., 
our military equipment and cconomlo 
help, Diem was losing support and con- 
trol. PlnalJj^, In the fall of 1963, he was 
Judg^ totally Incompetent to continue, 
■‘unnlng the country, and a.coup ogalnat. 


American ofTicials in Saigon. 

President Johnson was confronted 
with the same deteriorating situation, 
but now there were more than 12,000 
American military advisers on hand, and 
they were moving into the role of active 
. participants. The Government in Sai- 
gon was a roi.ating one, and military fac- 
tion after inilitary faction succeeded 
• each other Ii: coui.i after coup until most 
of the world Inst tr.ack entirely of who, 

■ was in chargo in South Vietnam. 

The South Vietnamese generals, who 
were entirely the product of American 
military training and support, were 
Joined by many Americans In believing 
that only a massive U.s. military effort 

■ could save the South from being taken 
over entirely by Communist-led rebels. • 

.• In August of 1004, In a naval action 
Uiat still is veiled In considcrable.mys- • 
tery. North Vietnamese PT boats fired 
upon U.S. destroyers In the Gulf of Ton-’ 
kin. The American response, however, 
was not only to fire back— which we had 
a right and a clear duty to do as a mat- 
„ter of self-defense — but also to send air- 
craft to raid the PT boat bases In North 
•Vietnam, itself — which right we did not ■ 
have under any tenet of International 
law. 

At that time, the administration asked ■ 
and received from Congress a resolution 
supporting and approving "all necessary 
measures to repel any armed attack- 


know that our own course of military 
.■t^tlon has also been In clear violation of 
the Geneva accords. 

In the year and a half since the con- ■’ 
grcssional resolution, the war In Vietnam 
has steadily risen in scope and Intensity, 

• despite the many ossurances that no Im- 
portant Increase in our forces there was 
contemplated. American heavy bomber 
raids have expanded Into Laos, although ’ 
the news stories that report them also' ^ 
. say that no ofDclal announcement of the I 
raids can be made because they are for- ' ] 
bidden under the 1962 agreement on i 
Laos. We have ofBcially announced a t 
policy of pursuing VIetcong forces Into • 
Cambodia, thus completing the €xpan->'‘ 
Sion of the waf into all parts of Indo- . 
china. 

’ What has happened since August 1964, 

. Is that the United States has effectively ' 
..replaced Prance in Indochina. 

We are doing Indirectly what John 
Poster Dulles, in 1954, tried to get us y. 
to do directly, when he engaged in secret ' 
diplomacy by going to Prime Minister ’ 
Churchill and Anthony Eden In London. . 
He wanted them to enter Into a deal 
whereby . they would pledge British , 
troops. Our Secretary of State, with-;* 
out even one second of consultation In ] 
advance with Congress, agreed to pledge •" 
American troops. Then he would go . 
across the Channel to recommend to the ' 
French Government that It continue the ^ 
war In Indochina with the support of- 


CO tu lupci any armed attack- "*•* **• wimi me 

against the forces of tho United States- American troops 


and to prevent further aggression." 

I opposed that resolution because the 
President of the United States, as Com- 
'monder In Chief, does not need any ap- 
proval or authorization from Congress 
to repel any armed attack against tho 
forces of tlie United States. But If ho 
wants to uivJcitake a war to prevent 
what he believes in^y be outright aggres- 
oion, he mu.'-i h.ivc a d'.claration of war, 
opcclfying w' n llie r.-grossor Is. 


The American people were saved from • 
that colossal mistake, not by the AmcH- ‘ 
can Secretary of State, but by the Prime 
Minister of Great Britain. Churchill re-- 
jeeted the proposal on Us -merits, and ; 
then said. In effect, to the American ■ 
Secretary of State, "Do you not think , 
that .would be deceiving your Congress?". ! 

He knew what Dulles would then do. He 
would come to Congress and present to ' 
us the agreement, and tell us how dim- 


• ..... ' --- r UASva ttvw UIAAI* , 

under the Conplitution Congress has, , cult It was to negotiate and how hard he * ' 
no au^ority by re;;n]iition to seek to give worked on the agreement; and, of course, ' 
him the pownr to m;iko war without a ;-We could not let him down. 

4 . , argument that we hear ' 

^ Foreign Relations Committee time . 

^ not a and time again, when we are faced with 
KSnit accomplished fact, after the State 

- engaged In one secret , 

der the Constitution in the absence of a diplomatic act after another and then’' 


declaration of war under article I, sec- 
tion 8 of the Constitution. 

Yet that resolution was invoked 6 
months later when the United States 
began regular and very large-scale air 
attacks against North Vietnam, attacks 
which continued on a wartime frequency 
for 11 months. 

It was in August of 1964 that for the. 
first time we introduced the subject of 
the Vietnam war in the United Nations. 
But it was not to seek U.N. Jurisdiction 


comes and tells us about It afterwards. 

The American people are entitled to, 
know In advance what their Secretary, 
of State is up to. 

Mr. President, our military forces, not ^ 
those of South Vietnam, are the key mill- .1 
tary elements. It Is our air power that* 
rules the skies over North as well ns 
South Vietnam, and over Laos; and it is ’ 
our economic aid — now at a level of $600 ' 
million a year— that is keeping South 
.Vietnam's economy afloat. The $12 bll- 


.. j, r , * ivvupui o euuiluiuy uuoac. me Slls Dll- 

dispute, as I believe we, lion American war effort In Vietnam is 
are obliged to do under the charter. We , having the side effect of forcing us to 


only accused North Vietnam of firing on 
UB. vessels on the high seas. The 
charges we Imvo made for years that 
North Vietnam was violating the Oencya 
agreement have never been brought be- 
fore the U.N, nt all, although they are 
.what the, war Is supposed to be about, 
•coonUng to our official spokesmetti 


double our economic aid to South Viet- 
nam to keep Inflation within bounds, i 
But even so, disaffection for the Govern- • 
ment is so extensive that most observers 
.on all sides agree that a truce, a cease- 
fire, or any cessation of the war would i 
cause Its collapse by remoTing the necos* 
Of the.oouiitnr..,;i’ I 
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lo every corner of the world In an effort 
lo develop peace nceotlations. Air raids 
(in the North have been halted; but there 
lurks the threat of what President John- 
son has already called "hard new steps” 
to be taken by this country If no peace 
feelers are developed. Moreover, al- 
though Presidential emissaries hove 
been sent to Europe and Africa and to ' 
some countries in Asia, none has been 
sent to North Vietnam or to China. We 
have no pence to seek in Europe or 
Africa. Wh.at wo want those countries 
to do Is to go to Hanoi and Peiping for 
us. and urge those countries to cease their- 
support of the Vietcong or negotiate. 

But ’.ve have not made use of the one 
international forum created for just such 
Intcm.-xtlonal problems — the United Na- 
tions, The f.oll session of the General 
Assembly came and went without a word 
: from the United States about what action 
; the A-sscinbly might take In Vietnam. 

. The Security Council , can bo sum- 
moned overnight, and has been in other 
dlspntc-s Involving other countries, and 
It can bo summoned on the basis of only 
a letter from the United States asking 
th.at it meet lo consider the threat to the : 
peace in southeast Asia. It can take 
JurlRdiction .and it can act on such a 
threat even where nonmembers are con- 
cerned, ns in this case. 

No .such letter or petition has ever been 
.sent by the United States and until It Is. 
it cannot be said that the United States - 
has applied the treaty of the United Na- 
tions Charter to our dispute In Vietnam. 

That is my answer to the President's 
reference to the United Nations In hla ' 
state of the Union speech. 1 do not 
believe that he consciously sought to con- 
fuse. but hig reference to the United 
Nations in his speech confused many, for 
many have said to me since, "Have we not 
taken the matter to the United Nations? 

The President said so." ^ 

I repeat; We have never taken to the 
United Nations, by the way of the action: 
called for by the charter, the threat to 
the peace of the world in southeast Asia. 

It Is a .simple thing to do. Many 
months ago, the President asked me to 
prepare a legal memorandum for him 
on this matter of law, and I prepared It 
for him, and set out, at his rc<]ucst, a set 
of alternatives that would meet our obli- 
gation under the United Nations Charter. 

If any American thinks that we have 
used tho procedures of the United Na- 
tions In connection with the Vietnam ' 
jssuo. he could not be more mistaken, for 
we have not. We have had informal dis- ' 
cu.sslons which our ambassador has car- 
. ned on behind the scenes in the United . 
Nations, under the direction of the Presi- 
dent of the United States; but that am- 
bassador, a former Justice of the US 
supreme Court, knows that Informal, be- 
hind-thc-sccncs discussions cannot re- - 
place filing of a complaint, the filing 
of a petition, the filing of pleadings bo- 

ftdjudlcate ^ jurledictlon to 

regard for 

f)? but I feel- eony 

for him. It is too bad that this gnat 


American is kept' In a position by his 

^7^0^49R0005fiQai d0li^6ie 

juridical couiso of action clearly called 
for by the Unit'id Nations Charter. ' 
VTrujnv: rnosprers 

With cacli pa.s4iing montli. and with 
each cscalaliou on land or by air tho 
United States is sinking deeper into the 
bottomless pit of a land war In Asia. Ap- 
plication of our unchallenged air power 
is not acrompli.shing what was advertised 
1 nffcctlvely crippling tho 

rebel war offort and it is not. driving the 
Vietcong or North Vietnam, to the bar- 
gaining table. In fact, the Vietcong con- 
trol more land urea in South Vietnam 
today, ir. spite of all our military inter- 
vention, Llian they did a year ago today. 
A dispatch in the New York Times of 
January 2 tells us that after a year of 

Vietnam.’ 

83,000 htdlvidual nircraft missions were 
flown against targets In the South. The 
Defense Department will reveal no 
figures on the clvlliaji casualties from 
these air sorties, but the .story docs re- 
port our omcliils as admitting that they 
are largely responsible for the 730,000 
refugees now floodjn.-t Into refugee camps 
•In various pans of South Vietnam. 

. That needs io bo stressed, because the 
Ame^an people ore not fully aware of 
It. The State iJop.'irtincnt and the De- 
fense DoparLincnt. In the past, have' 
propagandized the American people with 
regard to tlio tactics of the Vietcong— 
and tlicy have been honlblo, Inexcusable 
tactics: I yield to no one in this admini- 
stration In my rrii.icism of Communist ' 
tactics. But, Mr. Pr(’sident, I do not 
like to sec my country follow the same 
-tootles, or similar tactics. The Pentagon 
has 60 iii;ht to leave tho impression thot 
the great refugee problem in southcost 
Asia Is of Vietcong making. But now 
at long last, the administration admits 
that the 730,000 refugees now flooding 
into refugee camps in South Vietnam ore 
the product of American bombing In 
South Vietnam. 

I digress for a moment to say that I 
shall never be able to understand how 
our country can support a scorched earth' 

, policy in South V.ctnam. 

As an Amct icun, T .am ashamed that 
my Government is following a policy of 
burning and poisoning the rlceflelds of 
South Vietnam. l commend the group 
of American scientists which. In the lost 
couple of days. l.s.sued a paper in protest 
^ c tactics of tho United 

Vietnam in using poison 
’ '^^stnictlve means to destroy 

the rice crops of South Vietnam 
• Mr. President, with that announcc- 
ment, every clunch bell in America 
should liave tolled, with that an- 
nouncememt every clergyman In Amer- 
ica should liavo called upon his con-' 

knees. Much 
of the warmakmg policies of the United 

SSau Vietnam cannot be rcc- 

religious principles, 
morality. They represent a 
horrendous example of man's Inhuman- 
ity to man. 


Mr. President. It Is not right. It la' 
be stopped.' 
Of picking up the newspaper and 
mSrft f sending thousands . 

^ Vietnam, wo'.' 
sho^d be picking up the paper and, 
reading that, at long last, the President ' 
JLH States has sent the formal 

resolution to the United Nations asking 
action on South Viet*’ 
nam In accordance with the rules and 
Of International ?a“ the 
tenets of which we have pledged oiir- 

Mr “m** T" ®*^»ture to support; 

*'^0 s^o^y to which I re-^' 

arriSJo thera! 

virtftrr '‘PP®" ^ believe that 

victory will depend on forcing large num. ' 

' peaaanta to move from their enccs- 

Vletcong-domlnutcd areas to' * 
Qovernment'domlnatcd areas A miAiiflAH 
source, eald that "victory wtU take 

TnX"'’' 

^ Five years ago, we tried herding tho’ * 
®0‘CalIcd strategic ham- ^ ’ 
lets for much the same reason. Tho 

RmS animosity against tho 

South JJetnameso. Government and • 
States. Now we aro 

going to try bombing them Into loyalty * 

Oeneral S! called 

ttSw''!!'' limitations of tho f 
S^hrinHn^ ^ hardly do worso 

..ixam than we have done alone. • 

Vietnam Is to stop the , 

tifi* alone and : 

cannot do It. 1 fear ' 
that the war will not stop there until ' 
l>rougbt In to sepa- '■ 
rate tho parties, police o cease-fire, and ’ 
nom OT^/esponslblUty for South Viet- ■ ' 

^ primary function of tho 
United Nations, if not to organize such 
. a force directly to direct some other In- 
ternatlonal body to do It. ■ 

natural military disad- ‘ 
rili* 1®® recommend against a U S ' 
commitment on the mainland in Asia ' 

disaster of a < 
white Western nation trying what all.'' 

. other white Western nations have abah- ! 
doned, and this Is fighting alone In a 
war against Aslans. Asians are going to ^ 
®^alr8 however long it 

ComiiJimi whether doing so requires : 
Communist or non-CommunIst leader- 

Chinas Job easier by escalating the war • 

' making China the defender of Asia 
• against Western interests and claims. . 

the admlnls- ' 

flnJ f2 obscure the 

. fact that we are in Vietnam today be-- 
.touse we seek to maintain an American i 

military position In southeast A^a. 

■ SMEBICAK SANCTUART IM THAILAND i 

■ Let thb administration teU the Amerl-' 

our initolla. 

■ SSS admlnlstra-' 

the American people the facts ^ 
a^ut our turning ThaUand into an 

Amei'lfian Ao.nnt'.itbxH* & ^..x. « 




AJ^ZZt — .aiiHuona uno an 

^erican sanctuary, a process which be*<. : 
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has a great deal to say in discussions on 
foreign policy about sanctuaries- Whit 
has the war wing of the Republic'' n Par- 
ty along with the war wing of the D'-iuo- 
cratlo Party got to say about Ainerica's 
maintaining a military sanctuary In 
Thailand? , . ^ 

I shall be glad to have the administra- 
tion meet that challenge, because the 
American people are entitled to know the 
minutiae of detail concerning American 
military policies in Thailand. Tliis Is 
undeniably true; ThaUand has become 
a military dependency of the United 
States— and all of Asia knows it. The 
Asians know it, but the American people 
have had the facts kept from' them. 

WHAT IS VlCTOBTf 

Our administration cannot Justify bog- 
ging the Nation down In a 60-ycar wai*> 
In Asia. That is the time it will take, if 
we continue to raise the level of the 
fighting In order to drive someone else 
to a surrrender table. If we ever do win 
the military victories necessary lo force 
North Vietnam or China to a siiiTcndcr 
table — I believe that we will, altliouch 
some believe It is doubtful — wc will then 
have to police Asia with tens ol thous- 
ands of American soldiers and spend bil- 
lions and billions of dollars enforcing the 
surrender for the next 50 years. 

I shall continue opposing Increases in 
the level of the war. I shall continue to 
I oppose sending more troops, in tho ab- 
sence of a declaration of war, to fight 
and die in a dispute that has not yet 
been laid before the United Nations, 

I am as much against communism ns 
President Johnson. But war, killing, 
dcstinictlon, and foreign occupation of 
f southeast Asia will not defeat commu- 
' there. A continued unilateral show 
’ of American military power will not pro- 
duce peace; the best it will ever produce 
will be a stronger determination within 
Asia to drive us out. 

Mr. President, recently, ns chalnnan 
of a Senate parliamentary delegation. I 
returned to the United States after a 5- 
. week tour through Asia. Wc vi'=itcd 
Japan, India, Pakistan, Afnhnnlstan, 
and Israel. Nowhere during my ti avds 
did I find real support for American 
policy in South Vietnam. Some lip 3ci v- 
Ice, yes. The attitude was: It is your 
problem, we hope you will get it over 
with soon, and get It over with without 
Involving China in a war. The have 
their eyes on the danger of a United 
Statcs-Chlncsc war. They know very 
well — and the American people who seek 
• to wave our flag into tatters in regard to 
' encouraging a United Statcs-Chine.se 
war ought to recognize this — that a 
United States-Chinese war would be the 
beginning of world war HI. It is my 
opinion that out of that war would come 
no victors. 

Therefore, I shall continue to oppofie 
the foreign policy of my Government in 
Vietnam unless and until a formal dec- 
laration of war is passed-by th.e Con- 
gress. I take It for granted that tho 
only couniav against which there could 
'possibly be made even a prima facie 
case-^nd Z doubt iha^would bo North 
Vietnam.,'"'. ' 


v/nuhl vote against a declaration of war. 
Hut once declared, I would then join in ; 
insisting that tho. American people unite'' 
bdilnd the President, because then it , 
would become our duty to do so under the ' 
Cons!;itution, and to try to get the war 
over as quickly as possible. Until then, I ; 
-think It is our duty to seek the substi-' - 
tution of International law for the Jungle 
law of military force. 

Mr. President, -I ask unanimous con- ’■ 
sent that certain material referred to in ■ 
my speech and bearing on certain points : 
In my speech, consisting of newspaper;! 
and magazine articles and editorials, be v 
Inserted at the conclusion of my speec^,; 
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Tunisian town. The United States at tlmt 
Tlio CBllniau-a lure nro that a wide perim- ! tlmo Btrongly opposed Pfench Ideas of hot 


pursuit much as Franca today opposes our 
belligerent Intimations Tls<a«vls Laos and 
Cambodia. 

OTTR TASNISRS) tHAOE 

In pondering these problems we should 
study both military and diplomatic aspects. 
Our Image, recently Improved In Japan and 
tarnished. We 


[Prom the New York Times', Dec. 26, 1066] 
FWiuoK AFrAJKst No Timb ron New Risks 
(D y 0. L. Sulsbergor) 

PAms.—Thcre are hints that the southeast 
Aslan war may bo gcograplUcally escalated 
1 even If the tempo of flghtlng In South 
Vietnam and the bombing of North Vietnam 
nro not scaled upward. - Leakage of Commu- 
nist manpower and equipment through east- 
, ern Laos and, It Is claimed, through Cam- 
: boclla, plus use of both countries ns safe 
:'haven8.for Vlotcong units seem to bo leading 
: toward a new crisis. 

j The United States, operating primarily 
I through the jDIAj has sought to help Royal 
, Liotlon^ forces and to dam the flow of men 
, supplies from North to South Vietnam 
I along the lio Chi Mlnh 'IVall. Alt eperatlbhs 
: against this Laotian corridor have been 
- mounted both from South Vietnam and from 
Thailand where Thai and Lao pilots have 
aided American fliers, Small aircraft sup- 
port agents and counterguerrlUn forces in 
eastern Laos. 

VNsucCBssruL urrouTs 

However, these ciTorts have not succeeded 
In choking off the "trail." As a consequence 
. there Is talk of sending American units Into 
strategically important cast Laos although. 
^ so far. there has been no known decision, 
i Furthermore, our forces In Vietnam have 
, seemingly becr. nuthorlzod to pursue .the 
■ Vlctcong ncrof;:. tlic Cambodian frontier If 
they retreat Into neutral territory. 

There ure cvldoni, dangers Involved If the 
1 United States ciihcr decides to send regular 
' mlltlary units Into oast Laos or to permit 
Ainerlc.iii or Saigon forces to carry the flght- 
to C.im.bohia, Militarily such actiona 


etcr oroinul Saigon, including from 6 to 6 
million pooplo, can bo secured with three J 
American divisions on the outer perimeter, 

■ fiVo South Vietnamese divisions on the Inner: 

, perimeter and a well-organlBcd militia. ( 

I Tho t.a6k In the northeast around the Chn ' 

! Lal-Danang area is perhaps easier, for there | _ 

tho Amcrlr.ms have tho sca at tholr bocks: Indonesia,' still remains 
and sufncjiout firepower to protect themselves; shotUd not blacken it 
j against nlmoEt nnytlilng that can be thrown it Is dangerous to allow field oommandere 
j ^caihst them. ' to decide when to cross on International 

, This is corlfilnly not a pleasant prospect,' border. It would be wiser to accumulate 
[but It Is nnc alternative and It Is being, evidence of frontier violations by Vlctcong 
} dlccuesod hero. Evarvbody seems to have' bnlts and then apply, pressure on Cambodia . 
. his own i)o:sonal nightin.iic about Vietnam.' through the U.N. At least such » first step ^ 

! fiomo fei.r the President will go to far, others: le bot Irrevocable..-',, •' 

' that ho will rob go far enough to win. — : — 

I TlfF THIRD ALTERNATIVE . 

y But thcra l.a a third, Thl, via that the Prcsl- ... 
dent will .vdjuat neither his ends nor his ' ' ..y ;, • 

moans 0 )' mt adJuMb one or tho other enough ‘ '• ' iv 

to produce .■vroailsbic balance. In that event, ^ 

. wo could ca.'iily. keep on trying to destroy '■ 
the aaomy'a forces on tho ground and take- ' , • ' ' 

60 many casualties In the process that tho 
American people and politicians would forco', 
a withdrawal and we would not even save / 
tho cities, ^ 

In any event, the present situation oan-.^ 
not go on for very long. Honest men can ^ 
easily differ both about the ends and the •> , 

; moans of our policy here, but on this central i 
point of tho need to balance the one to then 

other, both tho hawks and tho doves ought) ' ' ■ • 

to bo able to agree. , • 

Tho Importance of Thailand in United 
BtatOB BtrategiG planning l§ mRUlfest, Alr^' 

• fihd pert faeilltlea are belHg steadily expanded ! ' 

and tho brilliant MaJ. Gen. Richard Stllwcll. i 
former chief of staff to tho U.S. commander j 

in chief in Saigon, has been posted os senior I 
American, officer in Thailand. ■). . 

It Is necessary to distinguish front each ' . ' ^ 

other tho cases of Laos and Cambodia, j . ' 

North Vlrtnam has always disregarded tho * 
leca Genova agrooinciit to neutralize Laos,-'" 
thus pruin,>tlng Wiifiliingbon to strike back.,';; 

TJnfortnuii ci”, H w: a plain when the Geneva '■ 

accord w,..; .M.iii bRirg n-.-gotlatcd that It:: : • ’ 

would b-; V lip;lr; If. would have been wiser 'i 

to parUbi;-.! i.aoG. £, , ' - • ' ■ : ■ 

Ib Is unfioi-.-u.ar.d.'bio that Bteppcd-up op- ' ' ' 

orations Bl.ouTci I'-"' cvjilcmulatcd bv Woshluff. * 


G-neva pledge; but 
) j ntroduco regular 


In; 

; in.ay coiiimend thnu.sclvcs bub, In diplomatic 
, lUMl propaganda terms, is the gomo worth 
the candle? 

, PnOVOCATION TO CHINA? 

, Extension of tho formal operational theater 
' might i^rovoke China to launch massive guer- 
. rtlla oasaulta against Thailand through Laos 
or northeastern Burma. Tlialland has been 
developed ,08 a ba,ge to support U.S. defense 

• elforts In Laos and one may wonder whether 
' 11 Is useful to risk trouble there. Peiping 
: already promotes a "Freo Thai" movement 

and Chinese officers ate undergoing mass 
training In the Thai language. 

At some point, then, cither the politicians 
' or tlie soldiers arc going to have to 'do some 
.•'adjusting. If they will not provide the 
i means, which incan,'j tho lives, to destroy the 

• enemy's forces, then they will have to limit 

• their ends. ' ' ‘ 

The vast majority of tlie South Vietnamese 
! people live In the area of Saigon, In the cities 
{ of tho northeast and the provincial capitals. 

• These areas can be defended and fed without 
anytiiing like the losses Involved in trying 

; to carry the battle to the enetuy in the hlUs 
and flee paddles, 


plated by Washing 
ton for r St I b-'cau-o the other side 

BO blatai!’-/ r. . ;t-, 

It would bo \;irv-:e i 
' American uiiu.'i. 

The kind of uporai Ion in which we 'now 
engage in La-oa could be Improved without '' 
op<ia Intcrvontio-i. 'I'l'.o Communists, In- 
deed, Intervene tlicro oponly but North Viet- 
namese fade into tho background onally, 1 
Americans would not. 

U 

THE CAMDODIAN rnOULEM >j 

As for OambocLla. Wie doctrine of hot pur- 1 
suit there could load to unforoseoable repur- 1 
cusBlons, American' commanders arc con- • 
■.vinced that Conmumlat; supplies and rc!n--j 
forcements come through Cambodia and that J 
Slhanoukvlllc In the south Is a storage center ”• 
for Vlotcong arms unloaded from ..coastal 1; 
junks. This is denied by Prince Sihanouk -j 
and American reporters who searched tho ■* 
area found nothing; Yet It Is possible, 'j 
Sihanouk has lost administrative control of 1 
Cambodia's Vlctu.Dmeae border area Into 
which gnciTlUns appear to have been retreat- - 
■ Ing and where hot pursuit Is threatened, • 
MacArthur unsuccessfully Bought permla- ' 
Sion to employ hot pursuit against Hie Ohl- • 
nese In Korea. French commanders fight-.' 
Ing Algerkm natlonallBts wanted authoriza-''! 
tlon from Paris to Invade Tunisia and 
rocco to clean up regions whore the Algerian ’* 
'forces woio openly training. This was re- 
■ fused— although one tur unit bombed a'l 
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; .TATPMrNT OF U.S, Position in Vietnam nr ■ . provldrci large amounte of mill- f could not have chosen anywhere In the 


Approved j 


ftd:nlniHi,:'Li 


?ift|v,-oi'ld a more dlfUcult place to challenge the 
/B Communists and more to the liking of 

Into oinco we did jcijjna — on her border. How could we have 

■ ■ • • ticcl- 




no commitment to any ropres^ ?bel?wTr untlV nmv beSme^L’SSer'!! I 

wra'lc thcro^I./ nn*5iB(jrcESor In violation of j go t^VlcTnJm lo'lhw/uic'cSnmSta'^St' dlctator^lp that has no place In our Uemoc- 
oiir irp.aiv ohitf"if;lnn under the United Na- Vietnam 10 drive the Oominunleta out The public has not been advised as to , 

cSte??^ obscYvcd ei ^ i what was taking place. They have been mls- 

thc letter or the spirit of our obligations with ^ informed and brainwashed to such an extent 

respect to our actions In Vietnam. As a re- ' The North Vietnamese supplied troops to ^ that opponents are accused of being disloyal . 
suit, we have the opposition of not only the ' Vletcong on y after American troops and supporting the enemy and patrlotlem ’ 
entire Communl.st world but the rest of the ®”«rea the war in large nuinbers and we has come to mean unquestioning support of ' 
world as well, with few minor exceptions. commenced heavy bombing of North Viet- the administration. Blindly acccpWng the j 
Tlio facts are the Genova Treaty of 1064,' Vletcong. It was then that Government’s position in Vietnam la more 1 

after the defeat of the French clUrmcd the I Russia publicly announced theyj senseless than blindly accepting Its domestic f' 

Indencndenco of the colonial Government of ‘ would give all the military and economic aid : .programs because mistakes In Vietnam can ■; 

Vietnam and called for an end to hostilities.' Vietnamese In order | be far more disastrous. The real patriots , 

The British and the Russians were cochalr- '• “ defeat the U.S, aggressors. As a result, we today are the Members of Congress and other . 
men of that Conference. An Interim trustee- i «ow have alined against us the powerful public leaders who have the -courage to op- ' 
shin was agreed upon whereby the French i co^htries of China and Russia, Including all | pose the administration and urge It not to 
would prcslde'ln the south and the Viet Mlnh' Communist world, with practically no. escalate the war but to get out of Vietnam f 
in thA north for 2 vears endlne In a national i ®hpport from the rest of the world in epite at the cnxllcst possible date. Thle would be 
Section m 1066 when the Vietnamese people McNamara's recent appeals to the least costly from every standpoint-even’ 'i 

would choose their own Government. 'n»o: those conditions we cannot: our world prestige would bo enhanced. . 

United Btatos-Vlctnam lobby did not permit ; _ /c*'' cannot defeat people In a Jungle ; if ©ur leaders Insist on escalating this war 

thaCclcctlon to be held knowing that Ho Chlj where the majni-liy is against you and it , to a finish It Is likely to be the most dlnas- 
Minh. the Communist leader of the north, impossible to loi! your friends from your 1 trous of the wars we have fought, measured 
wna CO popular he would unquestionably win' ; by cost, loss of life and prestige throughout .! 

the clnctlon. As a matter of fact, John P.: We arc r. pl'cly destroying the very country (• the world, and the most futile. It could lead t 

: propone to nave — South Vietnam — ns well to Y 


Kennedy, then Senator, In a major speech Inj Wc 


World War III — the United States alone 


trigger an atomic war which all the world ! 
dreads. f 

The real tragedy is the uselesa BufTering , 
of the millions of our people whose eons, . 
husbands, and brothers are drawn Into this ' 
conflict unwillingly and are killed or maimed 


remarks like McNamara made nt the Paris ! 
Conference of NATO when he urged our i 
European allies to plan now to meet a Chi- < 
nose military threat to their own eccurlty 
within 5 years. Wo are Justly accused of ' 
trying to utilize NATO as a toot for onr nntl- ^ 
Chinese policy of agg’i'esslon in Asia. Such’^j 
remarks make it Impossible fw-us to nego- 
tiato our way out of Vietnam. ■ •; 

The alternative Is to recognize China and 'j 
bring her Into the United Nations before 
she becomes an atomic power In 3 to 6 years, j 
Even her avowed enemies, India and Russia, 
have voted for her inclusion' in the U.N. j 

With all our domestic problems — mass 
poverty, unemployment, riots In our cities i 


the Senate In Aurll 1054, warned against any' killing huiidrecic of Its men, women, and 1 fighting the Communist world. This could ' 

; negotiated solution that would allow par-' children by our incessant and heavy bombing ' ‘ ‘ ' 

tlclpatloii In the Vietnamese Government by' Vletcong. Wo are adding to our bur- 

i Ho Chi Mlnh. The Communists, ho said; tliou.sands of refugees that wo must 

would eventually take over because they were, feed, clothe, and house. What would the 
! CO popubr. In his memoirs Elsenhower situation bo IX Ngrth Vietnam, with, the help 

' stated that had an election been held Iri Ghina and Russia, should retaliate by . . _ 

Vietnam, as provided in the Geneva accord, bombing .salgon and the other principal for life, not In defense of their country but 

an estimated 00 percent would have voted for dtles in South Vietnam? Even If wo won' because of our, incompetent leadership. 

Communist Ho Chi Mlnh as their lender.. ! freedom and turned the country over ; Peace In the world will never be brought 

Diem was brought to the United States In -f-o them tliey have no capacity for democ- about by aggression or by rash and inept,: 

. 1050 from n 17-ye.ii- self-imposed exile, under racy or scli'-rulc, ■ - 

\ ' the auspices, of Mlohlgan State University, With a bigger war sh-eplng up on the 

and here ho found strong support In the ground and flghtliif: 9, noo miles away logistics 
. hierarchy of the Catholic church, Ills brother, are almofi'j nn iiuiolvnble problem. With 
being a Catholic bishop, Cardinal Spollman' troop strength only 150,000 in November our 
became a strong supporter, also Justice' logistic needs shot up from 76,000 tons In 

Douglas. Joseph Kennedy, and his son, John February to 700,000 tons In November. The 

r. Kennedy, General Lansdalo (the GIA man jot alrcrafi. are burning more than a million 
in P.algon) , gJA IllrfiCtOV /iU&n-DmiCBrOoa-< gallons of fuel a month. Ports are clogged— 
oral Donovan, and other strong antl-Com- , .... .. . . . 

.; munlKts. Tliey wore largely responsible for' 3 months to unload 

; bringing ?ibout Diem’s ascension to tho! Wh.at will the situation be If wo 

: Premiership of South Vietnam In July 1064.; yndertake to double or quadruple otir fight- 

I -m.,.. H.. J forces, planes, helicopters, et cetera? 

^ S“i‘„n^°Slrt'SoT3'^ ou?S>M ’lL°.5=lwfrty “to '?h“ ouT 

I eluded the private pmee'" the, highest rate of juvenile delinquency 

j Mcto and the antl-Communlst Vlctnamwo turned over to an impartial body, like c^lmo throughout the world— who are 
leaders, who were also anti-Dicm. He wosn t united Nations, each party agreeW to the world’s pollccmau? 

a cease-fire and to accept any terms decided' The billions being wasted on the war In • 
upon by the Impartial body. i Vietnam, if used to eliminate mass poverty 

*. * 1 . trt 4 . n/ri.,v. 4 ,A the war is escalated, before many! and Illiteracy in the undeveloped countries, 

eupiwrtlng J® Yul* »b®bths the United States will probably be would do far more than aggresslou to pre- • 

, against the Frcnchi therefore, force was thOj „qulrcd to go on. a war footing and our' ®Ptead of communism. 

;•« only way he could effectively ready his peo^e. domestic prosperity will be ended.i must recognize that it la Just as Im- ’ 

I for the democratic altornativo, Dxio to thel inflationary pressures ^il/greatly Incretwei Pwtant, if not more so. for the Communlsts- 
, paid propaganda of the United Statca-Vlet-i poeltlon of the dollar In the (world ^ Asia os it Is for the United 

; nam lobby his dictatorial t. ctlcs were not. noarket will be further Jeopardized unless' States. Wo should be less interested in sav- 
, widely reported m the American pi e-ss until; ^ ijjiiQnced budget through! face and more Interested in saving lives. 

3 years later when ho fell from powei and he| increasing taxes and cutting back drMnestlc' O^eat nations over the years have survived ' 
and his brother were assassinated by the mlU-i programs ^ l' foce-savine and wlthdrawlrur from nn i.n_ 

tary within hi, s own government It may' be the North Vietnamese do not 

time South VH'lnnm h,^E been unab^ to do- the course of the war-lt Is now In 

: ve op a stable or respoiislblo government, os [ of the Chinese and the Russians. 

' evidence by the many changes in leadership., cochairman of the Geneva Conference 
j The South Vietnamese Communists, wlthj the Russians have refused to take any part 
s the help of the North Vietnamese, defeated, jp bringing about a peaceful ccttlemcnt. 
tho French. They are now fighting for thej q’hoy may be glad to have us tied down In a 
Independence of their country against thoj most unpopular war in Asia, which greatly i 
non-Conimunlst South Vietnamese. In! weakens our position in NATO as well as ' 
short, it Is a civil war with the Vletcong] throughout tho world. They must avoid ! 
oupported by North Vietnamese and the! giving support to Peiping's charges tiiat they 
South Vlctnnmesn held together and sup-; arc conniving with Mr. Johnson to end the 
I>oric<l by the United States. The South 'war. To do othorwlso would greatly weaken i 
Vicinainese Catholics (about 10 percent of their own ic,idcr8hlp In the Communist 
the population), property owners and busl-j world. It would seem wo have fallen Into - 
1IC83 interests In the largo cities are the strong^ a trap that neither China nor Russia to will-: -, 
antl-Communlst supporters of South Viet-j ing to let us got out of with elthcf foce-aaT- - ^ 

ApproV6^’l?0r 49ROO 05^31 0046 -€i*' 

JAM 9 1968 


looking for popularity. Ho know his eupport| 
was slim — that he would have trouble with 
tho majority of the population who had bconl 


face-saving and withdrawing from an un- 
tenable -position. It can be done with dig, 
nlty. Certainly we are a Bumclently great 
nation to relieve the world of the fear of war 
that Is so terrifying. Not only would wo 
save fafce, but we would win approval of the 
world and gain in stature. 



